
 
 
LOVE IN ACTION 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 

 

READ THE WORD 

I John 3:11-18; 4:7-11; John 13:34-35 

 

STUDY THE WORD 

 

1. The phrase “this message you have heard from the 

beginning” in I John 3:11 takes you back to I John 

1:7-8.  What is the message given to us from the 

beginning?  Check out Leviticus 19:18 and John 

13:34-35. Jesus takes love to another level when he 

instructs us to love others like he loves us.   

 

2. According to I Peter 1:22, how are we to love 

others? What does it mean to love others earnestly or 

fervently? 

 

3. What is the extreme opposite of love?  Read I John 

3:12-13.   

 

4. According to I John 3:16, what is the ultimate 

example of love?  How does what Jesus did on the 

cross challenge and encourage you in the loving 

others?   

 

Philip Yancey in his book “What’s so Amazing about 

Grace, “writes, “There is nothing we can do to make 

God love us more and there is nothing we can do to 

make him love us less.”  

 

5. What does I John 3:17-18 tell you about love, and 

how we are to love others? 

 

SHARE THE WORD 

 

1. According to 2 John verse 6, love is a command. 

In what way do you love others well, and in what 

areas could improve when it comes to loving others?  

 

2. Love requires a certain amount of sacrifice. Jesus 

made the ultimate sacrifice. What sacrifices is love 

demanding from you?   

 

3. Love is action! How is God encouraging and 

challenging you demonstrate a love that is more 

active? 

 

Loving God and others doesn’t make you a Christian, 

but loving God and others gives evidence that you are 

a Christian. 

 

4. The word “ought” in I John 4:11 expresses our 

responsibility when it comes to loving others.   The 

word ought means “to owe, to be indebted, and a 

moral obligation”. As Christians we have an 

obligation to love others and God’s love for us makes 

that obligation possible.   

 

5. Discuss practical ways you can live out a life of 

love in your marriage, your family, work 

environment and neighborhood.   

 

THE BIG IDEA:  The demonstration of our love 

toward others validates the legitimacy of our faith.   

 

I CORINTHIANS 13:4-8 defines REAL LOVE. 

Ask each member of the group to read a definition of 

love and discuss them. 

Love is patient and kind,  

Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude, 

Love does not demand its own way,  

Love is not irritable, 

Love keeps no record of being wronged,  

Love does not rejoice about injustice,  

Love rejoices whenever the truth wins out, 

Love never gives up, 

Love never loses faith, 

Love is always hopeful, 

Love endures through every circumstance, 

Love never ends! 

 

PRAY THE WORD 

 

1. Thank God for His extraordinary love for you. 

 

2. Confess your lack of love for others. 

 

3. Ask God to grow you in loving others.   

 

4. Change my actions and attitudes.  

 


