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Parables Series 

 

READ THE WORD 

Luke 12:13-21 

I Timothy 6:10, 17-19 

James 4:13-17 

 

STUDY THE WORD 

 

1. Jesus employed a teaching technique 

using parables. A parable is a fictitious story 

the communicates a moral or spiritual 

truth.  What is the major truth Jesus is 

teaching in the parable of the Rich Fool?  In 

what ways to do you struggle it? 

 

2. Colossians 3:6 says that covetousness or 

greed is idolatry.  How would you define a 

21st century idol? What idols to you 

encounter or embrace in your life? 

 

“An idol is anything more important to you 

than God, anything that absorbs your heart 

and imagination more than God, anything 

you seek to give you what only God can 

give.”  Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods 

 

3. One of the ways greed or covetousness 

manifests itself is in the area of 

presumptuousness.  Read James 4:13-

17.  What does James say about planning 

and presumptuousness?  In what ways do 

you fall into the trap of being 

presumptuous? 

 

4. Jesus uses a strong word to describe this 

successful farmer, he calls him a fool.  How 

would you define a fool?  How was this 

farmer in the parable a fool? 

 

SHARE THE WORD 

 

1. As a group discuss where you need to be 

on guard when it comes to covetousness.  In 

what ways do you see greed in your life and 

in our culture? 

 

2.  Jesus is not anti-possessions, but he does 

warn us not to allow possessions to possess 

us.  What could you do or should you do to 

protect yourself from allowing your life to 

driven by possessions?  

 

3. Jesus makes a penetrating statement as he 

closes out his parable in Luke 12:21.  What 

does it mean to be rich toward God? 

 

4. After the parable, Jesus goes on to teach 

his disciples his disciples not be anxious 

about your life, what you will eat, nor about 

your body, what you will put on... 

Luke 12:22. We all experience anxiety and 

worry.  When it comes to being rich toward 

God, Jesus lays out three key principles... 

 

* Realign Priorities - Luke 12:29-31 

* Practice Generosity - Luke 12:33 

* Redirect Treasure - Luke 12:34  

 

Discuss how you can implement these 

principles of being rich toward God in your 

life. 

 

PRAY THE WORD 

 

1. Make me aware of covetousness or greed 

in my life. 

2. Confess the sin of covetousness or greed 

in my life. 

3. Give me courage to live in a way that is 

rich toward God. 

4. Direct me to leverage my possessions and 

resources for the good of others.   

5. Thank God for how he faithfully provides 

for you and your family.   

 

 


