
 
 

Sardis – The Dead Church 

 

Read the Word 

 

Revelation 3:1-6 

Galatians 1:6-7 

Ephesians 4:1-3 

 

Study the Word 

 

Jesus identifies himself as the one who has the 

seven spirits of God and the seven stars.  In 

Scripture, seven is believed to be the number 

of completion or perfection.  the seven spirits 

of God appear to symbolic of the fullness of 

the Holy Spirits presence with Jesus. The 

seven stars represent the angels [messengers], 

leaders, or pastors of the churches [Revelation 

1:20].   

 

Both the seven spirits and the seven stars 

communicate God’s watchful and influential 

presence, which is a clear reminder that our 

greatest need in the church is the powerful 

presence of Jesus!  See Acts 1:8. 

 

1. Think through the phrase where Jesus says, 

“I know your works.”  He makes that 

statement in relation to the church.  In the 

context of Revelation 3:1-6, what does it mean 

that Jesus knows your works?    

 

2. Jesus indicts the church of Sardis as having 

a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.  

How do you explain that from the passage?   

 

2. Identify the five commands Jesus gives to 

the church of Sardis from Revelation 3:2-3. 

Which command most challenges you? 

 

3. What does it mean that there are some who 

have “not soiled their garments or clothing, 
and they will walk with me in white, for they 

are worthy?”   

 

4. What does the book of life represent?  What 

does it mean that Jesus will never blot or erase 

our name from the book of life?   

 

Share the Word 

 

1. In your group, describe the characteristics of 

a dead church.  What are the symptoms of a 

church that is dead? 

 

2. Do you see evidence in your life of 

deadness, or drift in your relationship with 

Jesus and His church? 

 

3. In describing the church of Sardis, Jesus 

uses the words “wake up” in verse 2 and 3.  

What do the words “wake up” communicate to 

you?   

 

4. How does the Jesus’ promise to never blot 

your name out of the book of life encourage 

you?   

 

5. In what ways is Jesus’ indictment of the 

church at Sardis a wake up call for you?  For 

our church?   

 

Pray the Word 

 

1. God reveal any deadness or drift in my life. 

 

2. Ask God to keep our church alive. 

 

3. Thank God for second opportunities to 

repent and get right with Him. 

 

4. Keep my ears open to what you have to say 

to me.   

 


